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Why would anyone describe the righteousness of God as an enigma? After dl, Webster says
an enigmais, “ariddle, a perplexing or baffling maiter.” What's so perplexing or baffling about God's
righteousness? Where' stheriddlein it?

Actudly, al we must do to demondtrate the fact that God' s righteousness is a baffling riddle to
mogt Chrigtians, and indeed to most human beings, isto listen to how the mgority typically describes
and defines this. For example, Bible students and scholars typicdlly cregte extensve, exhaudtive lists
describing the wonderful attributes of our God (mostly from the Bible), and then they tend to think of
these attributes as the righteousness of God. Y et, even if such ligts prove to be 100% accurate, |
submit that God' s righteousnessis not most dlearly seen thisway. Similarly, many Chridtians assume
that the righteousness of God is most clearly described in the Ten Commandments. | say, NO, not
“mogt clearly.” Others say His righteousnessis clear in The Sermon On The Mount (see Matthew
chapters five through seven). Again | say, no. And what about Jesus hedlings, given fredy to
multitudes of hurting people? And what about the feeding of the five thousand and the four thousand,
and so forth, and so on? Aren't dl these things the righteousness of God? Wall, yes. . . and no!

The whole reason why God' s righteousness is a baffling riddle, an enigmato most everyoneis
that we tend to define it in terms of our own perceptions of righteousness, and, by extension, in terms of
our own understanding of justice. Get prepared for a shock.

The clearest expression of the righteousness of God isin the judtification of Shners. You see
how totdly enigmétic that sounds? But ook, Romans 3:21-26:

21. But now agpart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,

22. even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for dl those who believe; for
thereisno diginction;

23. for dl have snned and fal short of the glory of God,

24. being judtified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which isin Chrigt Jesus;
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25. whom God displayed publicdly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. Thiswasto
demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins
previoudy committed;

26. for the demongration, | say, of His righteousness at the present time, that He might be
just and the judtifier of the one who hasfaith in Jesus.

Note FIRST that the righteousness of God has been manifested APART FROM THE LAW!
Wow, now that seemsto be a serious enigma, in and of itsdf! The Law and the Prophets are smply
witnesses to this. Then note: The righteousness of God is demondrated primarily in the judtification of
sgnners through Chrig, the just exchanged for the unjust. Thus, Paul said,

God isjud in doing this.

Thus, the clearest, the most recent, the most explicit demongtration of both the justice and the
righteousness of God isin the free judtification of Snners, asagift by Hisgrace. I.e, you can trust
Christ doneto be your justifier. Period. What He finished for you a Calvary: That'sdl; that's
enough. Ask Himto forgive dl of your sns. He will; He wants to do this even more than you want
Himto. Verse 26 says clearly that God Himsalf wantsto be your judtifier. Thus, you never need to try
to judtify yoursdlf before Him again; you never have to make excuses again; you never need complex
explanations for why He should accept you: You dready are accepted. It is God swill to do it that
way, OK? | know it violates our sense of justice, | know it seemsan enigma. Y ou might aswell just
accept it thisway. He has provided no other way! Just Jesus, the Savior with the nail scars.



